GIPUZKOA - UROLA KOSTA

Way of St James – Coastal Route
Donostia

San Sebastián

Stagedel
Mapa
map
recorrido

Stagedel
Mapa
profile
recorrido

Orio

STAGE

Zarautz

Mapa
del
Description
recorrido

Pilgrim’s
Mapa
del
hostel
recorrido

Getaria

Zumaia

All del
Mapa
accommodation
recorrido

Mapa del
Restaurants
recorrido

Deba

Touristdel
Mapa
office
recorrido

1

BEGINNING
STAGE

Zarautz

Getaria

Mapa del
recorrido

Mapa del
recorrido

2

BEGINNING
STAGE

Zarautz

Mapa del
recorrido

Getaria

Mapa del
recorrido

4.3 km

200
100
0m

0 km

Getaria

300

Zarautz
Santa
Barbara

400

4.3
Zarautz

This stage offers a choice of two different routes. The first one
follows the original inland route which steered clear from the sea
cliffs, and connected farmhouses and chapels in the hills nearby;
the second option follows the recently built oceanside walkway that
skirts the N-634 coastal road, a true engineering feat of the 19th
century.

Via Santa Barbara
The route begins in the historic quarter of Zarautz next to
Kanpantorre and the parish church. The road that used to link
Zarautz and Getaria leads out of town from this point along a track
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called Aldapeta. The first part of the route climbs steeply uphill
heading west toward Santa Barbara. This is one of the best-preserved
sections of the route on the entire coast of Gipuzkoa. The track
soon leaves the town behind, wends it way past Vista Alegre Park
and through the oldest txakoli vines in Zarautz. Txakoli is one of
the main agricultural products raised on the land stretching from
Zarautz to Getaria. The earliest references to its production date to
the Middle Ages, when txakoli vines could be seen up and down the
coast of Gipuzkoa. In addition to making wine for local consumption,
in the 16th century surplus txakoli went to supply the fishing boats
that sailed to Newfoundland and the Arctic in search of whales and
cod. Among the many properties of this beverage was its ability to
ward off scurvy on long voyages. However, with the passing of time,
production gradually declined until the 20th century, when txakoli
vines and wine-making were restricted to this small piece of the
coast. Fortunately, txakoli is now experiencing a new boom, with
wine growers concentrating their efforts on producing high quality
wines.
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As you reach the highest point a short detour will take you up to the
small farmhouse and chapel of Santa Barbara. Dramatically perched
high above Zarautz, the setting offers fantastic views of the Basque
coast stretching as far east as Baiona. Saint Barbara was thought to
protect sailors and fishermen from lightning and storms, and was
very popular in the area. For centuries seafarers from Zarautz would
make offerings to Saint Barbara for every whale that was captured.
The chapel itself was built by fishermen from Zarautz at the beginning
of the 18th century.
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past age-old farmhouses, some, such as the Garro farmhouse, still
reveal interesting medieval architectural elements. The entire
route affords fantastic views of the sea, txakoli vineyards and the
wineries where the beverage is made. Soon the track changes to
tarmac and then to a paved road as it drops down to Getaria.
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Retrace your steps back to the main track and continue gradually
uphill along the ancient route. After a gentle gradient and around
a small bend you’ll be rewarded with another panoramic view. To
the west is the town of Getaria punctuated by what once was the
tiny island of San Anton, connected to the mainland in the 15th
century when the port was built. The path flattens out as you walk

The old town of Getaria is nestled into the cliffs overlooking the sea
and protected from the open sea by San Anton. Recent archaeological
excavations at the Zarauz mansion and adjoining church of San
Salvador show that Getaria dates back to the Roman period. Thus,
a community was founded during Roman times which for centuries
would be dependent on the sea for its livelihood. In the High Middle
Ages the people of Getaria turned to the art of whale hunting, an
activity that would become an economic mainstay and the driving
force behind Getaria’s economic and social development.
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Town Hall - Elcano

Main Street

Getaria was officially declared a villa by King Alfonso VIII of Castile
in 1209, and for centuries was one of the busiest ports in Gipuzkoa.
Getaria is built around one of the finest exponents of Gothic
architecture in Gipuzkoa, the church of San Salvador. Neatly fitted
into the design of the town, San Salvador rises like a small cathedral
above the surrounding streets and houses. In 1397 the Hermandad de
Guipuzcoa met in San Salvador in a historic session that would pave
the way for future government institutions in Gipuzkoa province. The
association approved a body of 60 laws which laid the foundations
for the development of Gipuzkoa. Getaria has suffered more wars,
fires, pillage and plunder over the course of its history than almost
any other town in Gipuzkoa. But in times of splendour Getaria’s rich
and colourful past, coupled with considerable prosperity during the
Middle Ages, has left its narrow streets with several fine mansions
and tower-houses.
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Getaria is the birthplace of illustrious sailors, the most famous being
Juan Sebastián Elcano. Elcano was second in command on one of
the five ships that formed part of the expedition led by Ferdinand
Magellan. After a long, hard journey, the fleet reached the Philippine
archipelago in 1521. Magellan tried to convert the local population
to Christianity and reinforce the authority of a sympathetic native
leader. In doing so, he took the initiative to attack a rebellious tribe
and was killed in the battle. Commanded by Elcano, the expedition
reached the Moluccas, or Spice Islands, where the remaining two
ships were loaded with spices. Elcano decided to travel west back
to Spain, thereby completing the first circumnavigation in history.
After enormous hardship and nearly three years at sea, the one
surviving ship, the Victoria, returned home, but with only 18 men
on board to tell the tale. For his feat, Emperor Charles V awarded
Elcano a coat of arms featuring a globe with a motto that read
Primus circumdedisti me (“You went around me first”). After
embarking on a new adventure in 1526, Elcano fell ill and died in

Old Town

Port in Getaria
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the Far Pacific, but not without first drawing up his last will and
testament. Bearing witness to his devout Christian faith, Elcano
made donations to each and every one of the churches and chapels
in Getaria, and to the local hospital. He also bequeathed money to
other churches in Gipuzkoa on the Way of St James: Nuestra Señora
del Juncal in Irun, Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe in Hondarribia, San
Pelaio in Zarautz and the Church of Nuestra Señora de ltziar. He even
left six ducats to the Cathedral of Santiago.
Among all of the chapels in Getaria, perhaps the most noteworthy
was San Sebastián, located in the Herrerieta neighbourhood at one of
the entrances to the town. The chapel was part of a large house that
doubled as a hospital and had its own caretaker entrusted with its
upkeep and management. In 1836 a fire reduced the building to ruins
together with the rest of Herrerieta. Chapels also stood at the other
town entrances but sadly none of them have survived over the years.
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Today the sea still provides a livelihood for much of the population
of Getaria, one of the main fishing ports in Gipuzkoa and the Bay
of Biscay. This longstanding tradition can be savoured in one of the
town’s many excellent seafood restaurants.

Via the oceanside walkway
The recently completed pedestrian walkway, cantilevered from the
side of the N-634 coast road, provides easy and virtually flat going
between Zarautz and Getaria. The walk is very popular with residents
of both towns, who use it just about any time of year. The road itself
was an engineering feat in its day. Constructed in the second half of
the 19th century, the N-634 was built over the rocks, supported over
a sea wall. The road takes a beating when heavy storms and waves
lash the seafront.
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TOURIST OFFICE
Aldamar parkea, 2
20808 Getaria
Tel.: 943 140 957
E-mail: turismogetaria@euskalnet.net
www.getaria.net

