GIPUZKOA - UROLA KOSTA

Way of St James – Coastal Route
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Leaving Getaria, the coastal Way of St James climbs uphill along
a track passing through txakoli vineyards. Soon the path joins up
with the main road to Askizu and San Prudentzio. Follow the road for
a stretch and turn right at the fork for a short detour to the chapel
of San Prudentzio. For centuries people in the region would make
the journey to San Prudentzio to cure their ills, the speciality being
headaches and tumours. At the foot of a beautiful Gothic carving of
the Virgen del Socorro (Our Lady of Succour), a stone sits in a hole
carved in the sandstone floor. The custom is to rub the stone against
the floor and use the dust to cure or prevent headaches. There is
also a vessel containing oil used to get rid of warts and tumours.

Leaving the chapel of San Prudentzio, retrace your steps and continue
along the stage from Getaria to Zumaia. Follow the main road toward
Askizu for several hundred metres. On the left-hand side you’ll see
the Azti farmhouse. From here the old road picks up again. Follow it
to the hamlet of Askizu.
In Askizu you’ll find a beautiful chapel dedicated to Saint Martin, a
saint closely associated with the pilgrimage to Santiago. San Martin
de Tours is a pearl of rural Gothic architecture in Gipuzkoa and the
oldest example, with parts of the fabric dating to the 13th century.
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Archaeological excavations conducted on the church uncovered the
remains of a much earlier building dating as far back as the High
Middle Ages. On the opposite side of the town square from the church
is the Benta farmhouse, a former country inn which provided lodging
for pedlars, merchants and pilgrims who once travelled this route.
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The construction of the coast road took this lovely country village
off the beaten path while also helping to preserve its historic and
scenic character. From Askizu the route follows a series of tracks
offering excellent views of the coast and Zumaia on the banks of the
River Urola. Continue gradually downhill until you reach the outskirts
of town. Cross the N-634 coast road next to the beach of Santiago,
where you’ll see a set of buildings – the chapel of Santiago and the old
pilgrims hostelry. Before the bridge was built, travellers, merchants
and pilgrims would stop and rest here to wait for the boat to ferry
them across the river. The dock was located right beside the chapel.
The earliest known references to the chapel date to the beginning
of the 15th century. In the early 20th century Ignacio Zuloaga, the
celebrated painter from Eibar, purchased the chapel, sand flats and
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adjoining land. There he built a summer residence and restored the
centuries-old chapel and pilgrims inn. In 1921 the artist opened the
Zuloaga museum featuring his private art collection and some of this
own works.
Continue down the sidewalk along the N-634, and cross the 19th
century iron bridge over the Urola River. You’ll soon pass the old
commercial dock, a reminder of bygone days when the port of Zumaia
bustled with merchant traffic, mostly ships laden with iron and
cement. Traffic was heavy until the second half of the 20th century,
when it fell into decline and eventually disappeared altogether.
Cross the pedestrian bridge over the Narrondo River before entering
Zumaia’s old town.

Askizu - Zumaia

Zumaia
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Chapel of Santiago

Zumaia

A number of medieval mansions and tower-houses can be seen in
Zumaia, including Ubillos, Goikotorrea and Zumaia. The Zumaia
house, situated beside the church of San Pedro, is perhaps the most
interesting. Its owners, the lords of Zumaia, at one time laid claim to
the patronage of the church. The awe-inspiring parish church of San
Pedro is built on a rock overlooking the mouth of the Urola River and
the port of Zumaia. The superb single-nave Gothic church with its
fortress-like appearance houses a number of exquisite Flemish Gothic
panels. A group of Augustinian monks from the Hospitaller Order of
Roncesvalles chose the strategic location on a promontory above the
Urola marshlands to found a monastery dedicated to the Virgin Mary.
Over the years, the population grew around the monastery and with
it the town of Zumaia.
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At some point the dedication of the church was changed to San Pedro
(Saint Peter), a saint more closely associated with the sea. It is worth
mentioning that centuries before Zumaia was granted villa status in
1347, the church was under the patronage of the collegiate church
of Roncesvalles, which not only owned San Pedro, but also mills,
houses and land in Zumaia, all of which provided lucrative revenues
to the powerful religious institution. The presence of Roncesvalles
in Zumaia is interesting in that the collegiate church was one of the
most important sanctuaries on the Way of St James. Moreover, it is
on the first stage of the so-called French route just on the Spanish
side of the Pyrenees. The fact that Roncesvalles also had interests on
the coast suggests the importance of pilgrimages to Santiago by sea.

San Pedro

Zumaia - Talaimendi

ZUMAIA
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ZUMAIA
PILGRIM’S
HOSTEL
Santa Klara Pilgrim’s hostel
Arritokieta, 2
Tel.: 943 860 531 - 639 879 611
E-mail: info@santaklara.eu
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TOURIST OFFICE
Kantauri enparantza, 13
20750 Zumaia
Tel.: 943 143 396
E-mail: turismoa@zumaia.net
www.zumaia.net/turismoa

